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Hospice End-Of-Life Care-

Nursing In The Presence Of Death
By Nancy K. Crevier

To be in the presence of
Joan Thorburn is to be in
the presence of

—

confidence, compassion, N o
and serenity. Yet her henomal Resagis
mood-is-farfromsomber, R o

as her co-workers at
Regional Hospice of
Western CT in Danbury
will attest.

Joan Thorburn is a hospice
nurse, a specialty within
nursing devoted to
symptom management
and/or end-of-life care.
She has also, since 2004,
been certified as a trainer
for end-of-life care.

The concept of hospice,
which originated in
England-and was
pioneered in the United
States in New Haven in
1974, provides-expert
home health care in a
supportive, nurturing
environment to patients with serious, chronic, or life-limiting ilinesses, and to
their families. It is a concept that has appealed to this nurse since shortly after
her graduation from St Vincent's School of Nursing in- New York City in 1967.

Joan Thorburn, a hospice nurse with Regional Hospice of
Western Connecticut, Inc, will-speak-at the annual-fundraising
breakfast of the Newtown Chapter of Regional Hospice on June
14 at the Fireside Inn. Ms Thorburn has been a hospice nurse,
providing holistic, in-home care forend-of=life patients for ten
years. -Bee Photo, Crevier

The focus for hospice nursing is different from that of traditional nursing says Ms
Thorburn, who has always known that her goal was to work with dying people.

"We are accepting of the fact that we have moved away from restoration of the
patient. We can offer comfort with good symptom management until death. The
other big difference is that hospice is a unit of care for family and friends."

She goes on to say, "I'm not at all uncomfortable around death. - want to-work
day to day with dying people.”

As a nursing student, she would often pull up a chair and just sit with dying
people in the hospital. She realized early on that there was no need to talk, that
merely her presence could bring comfort. What she learned was, "Never be

http://www.newtownbee.com/Features.asp?s=Features-2005-06-09-12-09-17p1.htm (1 of 3)6/10/2005 6:38:37 AM

[

]

[

More Inside...

Teaching The Write
Stuff

Bergquist Brothers
Are Committed To
Service

Relay For Life On
Course For A New
Record

53 Years Later,
Lathrop's Dancers
Are Still Hot With
Tap, Jazz & Ballet
Revue

What's Playing at
Edmond Town Hall?

Eric E. Lawton I11
Vice President
Investments/

Wealth Management
Specialist

LEGG
MASON

Adwvising lrvestors
for Over a Century,

- g
«Iv

ADDESSL

JEVWELERS

Prevention
Council



http://www.newtownbee.com/default.asp
http://www.newtownbee.com/default.asp
http://www.newtownbee.com/TopStories.asp
http://www.newtownbee.com/Sitemap.asp
http://www.newtownbee.com/SiteMap.asp
http://www.newtownbee.com/EmailSelector.asp
http://www.newtownbee.com/TopStories.asp
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=News-2005-06-09-14-32-03p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=News-2005-06-09-14-32-03p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=News-2005-06-09-14-28-56p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=News-2005-06-09-14-28-56p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=News-2005-06-09-14-28-56p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=News-2005-06-09-14-25-16p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=News-2005-06-09-14-25-16p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=News-2005-06-09-14-25-16p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=Features-2005-06-09-12-36-55p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=Features-2005-06-09-12-36-55p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=Features-2005-06-09-12-36-55p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=Features-2005-06-09-12-36-55p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=Features-2005-06-09-12-36-55p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=Features-2005-06-09-12-25-20p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/RightNav.asp?s=Features-2005-06-09-12-25-20p1.htm
http://www.newtownbee.com/banner.asp?BID=7
http://www.newtownbee.com/banner.asp?BID=2
http://www.newtownbee.com/PDFFiles/TheCommunityResourceGuide.pdf

The Newtown Bee

Books.
Open
24 hours.
amazoncom.

»
-

A

1%
hyr‘

well as a senS|b|I|ty on how best to offer comfor and dignity to the dylng

"I look for cues from patients regarding death and dying," she says. "Patients

mother." In a sense, she becomes a helpful ‘visitor" in the eyes of the child.
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"There's a lot of job satisfaction in hearing that," she says. "l made a
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